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Greetings to you all 
As usual we wait for articles from our partners to be published in our news 

letters - which is a very important activity to be carried out to share all the 
happenings among ourselves, the failures and best practices. It is understood that 
sometimes it becomes difficult to express in writing all the happenings for which 
one suggestion would be that "look around for Friends" who have ability to correct 
edit documents for you and by doing so - helps us in a lot enabling us to publish 
news letters in time. 

A lot had happened in North East a new hope for persons affected by leprosy 
with correctable deformities. It is very sad to find young children in need of 
Reconstructive surgeries, and to initiate, implement this activity it took a lot of 
efforts' thanks to our Friends who came forward to help Dr, Ranganadha Rao, 
LEPRA Society - India, Dr. Sunil Anand - The Leprosy Mission Trust India and 
The Catholic Hospital - Borgang, Tezpur district in Assam along with our Central 
Leprosy Division, State and District Leprosy programme officers. Our staff with 
Mr.Biswanath Mahato had carried out a commendable job in screening, selecting 
patients for Reconstructive surgery along with support from Dr. Lanong and Dr. 
Dhiren Dass our coordinators working in North East states of India with a very 
cordial support of Dr. Hazarika SLO Assam, Dr.B.Taid Surveillance Medical 
Officer, and DLO's and their staff of Tezpur,Lakhimpur and Dhamagi Districts. 
Our thanks also to Dr. Vijayakumar, Dr. Jerry Joshua, (TLMTI) Mr. Kameshwar 
Rao (LEPRA SOCIETY - Hyderabad - and to each and every one  
 
Editorial Board 
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Leprosy Control 

PRE CONFERENCE Continued Medical 
Education PROGRAM ON 06-01-2012. 

Prof and Head, Dr. Srinivas 
Microbiology Department Kurnool Medical 
College, Kurnool AP- Organized: Animalcules 
to molecules. 

XV Andhra Pradesh STATE CHAPTER 
CONFERENCE OF IAMM (Indian 
Association of Medical Microbiologist) – 
PRE CONFERENCE Continued Medical 
Education PROGRAM ON 06-01-2012. 

Nearly about 500 members form all over 
Andhra Pradesh microbiologists of Medical 
Colleges, institutes which included teaching 
faculty, Under/Post-graduate students and 
others participated in the Programme, AIFO 
extended its participation facilitating in 
identification of Dr. B. Sekar Director – 
Pasteur‟s Institute Conoor Tamil Nadu who is a 
very good friend of our beloved 
Dr.V.Ekambaram and AIFO, with vast 
experience and commitment to field of leprosy 
who had earlier worked in Central Leprosy 
Training – Institute Chengalpattu, Tamil Nadu 

 

 

 Following interactions with Prof Dr. 
Srinivas a full one-day CME on leprosy was 
organized during which - The role and 
relevance of Microbiology in National leprosy 
eradication program -Part I. The role and 
relevance of Microbiology in National leprosy 
eradication program -Part II, Dr. N.Manimozhi: 
Dr. B.Sekar Director from Pastuer Insititute 
Coonoor TN : Reductive evolution in M.leprae: 
limitation of conventional test for drug 
resistance and application of molecular tools., 
and Dr Aparna Blue Peter‟s Institute – LEPRA 
Society Hyderabad focused on Molecular 
epidemiology of Leprosy. This was an eye 
opener session that at the end of the session‟s 

participants became aware of their role in 
Leprosy Control Programme taking up the 
challenges of possible emergence Drug 
Resistance to M.Leprae and improve/provide 
the quality of Laboratory services for National 
Leprosy Eradication Programme. Learning 
materials from ILEP / AIFO and form other 
sources was made available to Dr. Srinivas to 
share it with all interested, young budding 
participants. 

13 & 22 February: Community 
Medicine Department Kurnool Medical 
College, Prof and Head Dr. Sridevi invited Dr. 
Jayanth Kumar and Dr. Manimozhi to 
participate in Programme at – Community 
Health Centre Parla a health facility run by 
the Medical College as part of its academic 
requirements. Following AIFO‟s feasibility 
study the department and Medical college 
show interest in initiating Community Based 
Rehabilitation, and as part of sensitizing the 
community this programme was arranged. 
The Principal, Community Medicine 
Department Staff, students, Post graduates, 
health Staff, community members 
participated, and Dr. Jayanth Kumar initiated 
sensitization  

NLEP- National Level 

Annual State Leprosy Officers – 
Confernece and Review meetings 7th – 11th 
February 2012 at Goa : Dr. Lanaong, Dr,. 
Manimozhi and Mr. Jose attended the ILEP 
Representative meeting and the Annual State 
Leprosy officers Review meeting – a WHO 
sponsored Programme conducted by the 
Central Leprosy division. State Leprosy 
Officers from all the States in India, WHO 
representatives and their coordinators along 
with ILEP members with their concerned 
ILEP State coordinators participated in the 
meeting.  
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Leprosy Control 

 
Dr. RR Lanong joins AIFO and speaks: 

North East Coordinator for intensified operations 

 

 

Dr.R.R.Lanong, 
Consultant NLEP, 
NE-Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh. 
                         

After almost 33yrs of serving in 
Meghalaya as a Government Doctor in various 
capacities, I retired as the Jt. Director of Health 
Services on the 31st January 2012. The very 
next day i.e. 1st February 2012 as was given the 
opportunity to join as NE-ILEP Coordinator 
after Dr. Mani communicated to me through e-
mail which I readily accepted and joined 
immediately with my wife encouraging me to 
do so and do some service to the Persons 
Affected by Leprosy.  

 I met Dr. Mani when I was a ZLO and also 
later on when I was SLO.  It was during my 
tenure as SLO that I was dramatically 
impressed when Dr. Mani, Jose and Dr. 
Sumana Barua (then a Regional Adviser, South 
East Asia, Leprosy Elimination Programme, 
WHO) diagnosed a case of Nodular Leprosy 
sitting in a road-side Tea Stall from a moving 
vehicle. I never thought that this could be 
possible. From then on Leprosy is always in 
my mind. 

 The very second day on the job I proceeded to 
Catholic Hospital, Borgang, Sonitpur District, 
Assam, where I could witness Dr. Vijay Kumar 
in action performing RCS. The Surgery was so 
smoothly and remarkably done in a very short 
time without much disturbance to the 
surrounding tissues. This has encouraged me 
to mobilize cases for RCS. Shri Biswanath 

Mahato, Physiotherapist, AIFO, who is 
supporting the Pre/Post Operative 
Physiotherapy of the cases, is stationed at 
Borgang. The RCS cases and all of us feel at 
home in Catholic Hospital, Borgang, because 
of the hospitality and cooperation. 

 

 

IEC being put up in the Rot 

 

Student Nurses listening to Talk on Leprosy 
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Leprosy control 

Rev. Fr. Cherian Moolamattan .. his dreams come 
true: Fr. Cherian had toiled over years to come out 
with a Health Facility which provides – all basic 
health services including General Surgeries, with 
dedicated group of Rev Sisters  most of them 
working as staff with – others, which includes a 
well established ANM (Auxiliary Nursing and 
midwifery) School. They had yet another dream to 
extend support in a more organized way – during 
which Mr..M.V. Jose and His Holiness Bishop 
REV.FR.Joseph Vadayaparambil Aurnachal 
Pradesh while on their way to Arunachal Pradesh 
made a visit to this centre exchanged views, and at 
the same time … A friend from Italy Mr.Tassi 
came forward to help persons affected by leprosy, 
which was duly informed by Dr. Giovanni .. AIFO 
Collaborations with a new Partner started 
visualizing.  

Immediate task force action was taken up – 
collecting all information from the State and 
District NLEP who had very eagerly agreed to 
collaborate and work together. The Assam State 
Leprosy Officer – Dr. Hazarika , the State NLEP 
Surviellance Medical Officer – Dr. Bideswar Taid , 
Dr. Dhiren Das AIFO Assam NLEP/ILEP 
coordinator took all efforts to and now the Centre 
is a “Government of India – NLEP RCS recognized 
Centre.  

This health Centre enriched with passion for the 
sufferings and commitment to serve the needy is 
situated in a very remote areas of Sonitpur district 
in the State of Assam bordering – Arunachal 
Pradesh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. 

Anc

y Administrator of the Organization is all full 
of interest and passion for leprosy work 
extends full cooperation and coordination a 
pivot for building new Partnership with AIFO 
and NLEP 

 

Dedicated group of Sisters and the Nursing 
School students during – Leprosy 
sensitization Programme .. a small little step 
in serving services for the most neglected 
people affected by leprosy. 

 

The Catholic Mission Hospital – Borgang, Sonitpur Assam in India 
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Hearty Congratulations Dr.Manimozhi. 

The committee for Manohar Diwan 
Memorial Award selects Dr.N.Manimozhi 
AIFO Medical Coordinator – Bangalore  for the 
Manohar Diwan Memorial Award - 2011.  
          A short brief about Sri Manohar Diwan - 
the life of Shri Manohar Diwan was a saga of 
dedication and sacrifice. Deeply moved by the 
suffering of leprosy patients who were 
abhorred, ostracized and ill treated by the 
society, he began service to leprosy patients in 
1936.  Gandhiji was greatly impressed by his 
courage and conviction.  He handed over to 
Shri. Manohar Diwan the task of taking care of 
Shri Parchure Shastri, who was being 
personally served by the Mahatma in his 
Ashram.  With Shastriji as the first patient, he 
established the leprosy home at Dattapur in 
1940.  The leprosy home became the refuge for 
hundreds of men and women who became 
victims of the dreaded disease and who could 
get kindness, compassion and treatment for 
their body and mind from this beloved 
benefactor.  During his visit to Dattapur, 
Gandhiji remarked that he was being called as 
Mahatma, but the real Mahatma was Shri. 
Manohar Diwan.  From 1936 to his death in 
1980, Shri. Manohar Diwan continued his 
dedicated service to leprosy patients with added 
blessings from Vinoba Bhave. In memory of 
this highly revered person, Kasturba Health 
Society, Sevagram has instituted an award by 
the name Manohar Diwan Memorial Award, 
which is presented once in two years to an 
Indian Doctor / Scientist / Academician who 
contributed significantly to the cause of 
Leprosy in India.  
         The President, KHS, Shri Dhirubhai 
Mehta, in the presence of all the dignitaries of 
the award committee, presented the award to at 

this special function held on 7th March, 2012 
at 5.00 pm at MGIMS, Sevagram – 
Maharastra .  Dr. N.Manimozhi while 
thanking each and everyone in his life time 
with all humility and gratitude gave away his 
oration speech on his “Experiences – current 
and future role in the field” followed by vote 
of thanks by Dr. M.V.R. Reddy marked the 
end of the programme  

Dr. Rangandha Rao took very special 
interest in this occasion and deputed one of 
his Staff who attended the occasion – Mr. 
Chari who was Dr.Manimozhi‟s trainee years 
ago at SLR&TC Karigiri, Dr. Bhandarkar 
NLEP Consultant – Madhya Pradesh 
LEPRA Society, Mr. Nyjil George, 
Mr.M.V.Jose from AIFO and family members 
of Dr.N.Manimozhi attended the ceremony 
to grace the occasion.  



 

7 Amici News April 2012 

LEPRA Society and TLM our ILEP members support to North East Operations 

(Assam/ Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh) in the areas of a long-standing need and desire of 
Reconstructive Surgery Operations  

 

 

Dr. Ranganadha Rao CEO - LEPRA 
Society, along with routine participation in the 
ILEP support to these areas extends extra effort 
for RCS in the form of Physio – Therapy deputing 
one of staff Mr. Kameshwara Rao to help in 
initiation of RCS looking into the operative 
procedures Pre and Post care training Mr. 
Biswanath Mahato PT , and in procuring 
Clofazimine  

TLM: Dr. Sunil Anand Director TLM 
came forward to support us by deputing Dr. Jerry 
Joshua, RCS and Plastic Surgery Surgeon in 
carrying out operations along with ex- staff Dr. 
Vijaya Kumar. Provisions were made that with a 
collaboration of Dr. Jerry with prior intimation 
available RCS Surgeons services will be made 
available. Dr. Helen Roberts Superintendent 
TLM Premananda Leprosy Hospital – Kolkata 
supported in providing training for Footwear / 
Laboratory technicians of The Catholic Hospital – 
Borgang, Sonitpur district Assam.  

With this wonderful continued Friendship 
– collaboration Reconstructive Surgeries were 
carried out in two settings the first one with Dr. 
Vijay Kumar and the next session with Dr. Jerry 
Joshua with immediate good results. 

The most crucial Friend, the Assam 
Health System – Dr. Hazarika Joint Director and 
State Leprosy Officer Assam takes personal and 
official interest in provide all necessary help from 
his administration, his efforts to ensure the 
recognition of The Catholic Mission Hospital – 
Borgang situated in a very remote areas of Assam 
with all facilities available to perform Leprosy 
RCS. He ensured to update the Director of Health 
Services Assam which in turn resulted in reaching 

the Hon Health Ministers notice and also 
forwarding a very heart touching letter 
signed by all the patients who underwent the 
RCS patients get the wage compensation,  

The idea is to create a demand from the 
Persons affected, NGO‟s and the General 
Health system to get sensitized and 
participate through capacity building 
capacities  

 

Dr.Vijay Kumar, Dr. Manimozhi and Dr. Bramha – 
consultant surgeon Borgong “the Catholic Hospital) 

Dr. Vijaya Kumar RCS surgeon who had 
started his work in leprosy with Leprosy 
mission finally retired from his services and 

still continues to provide his services to the 

cause of leprosy. He came up with his help at 
the right time initiating Reconstructive 

Surgery and capacity building of Staff at the 
Catholic Hospital –  

Assam NLEP 
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Dr. Jerry Joshua, Consultant RCS / Plastic Surgeon The 
Leprosy Mission 

Dr. Jerry Joshua was deputed by The Leprosy 
Mission – India to support and organize RCS 
operations for AIFO programmes, takes very 
little time with a huge passionate heart to 
provide his expertise. A perfect teacher to train 
people in RCS who himself was trained by 
beloved late Dr.E.P.Fristchi. Both Dr. Vijay 
Kumar and Dr. Jerry carried out a total of 15 
Reconstructive surgeries at Borgang, it was 
noticed and heard from the beneficiaries that 
they would remember them through out their 
life as they had given them a new life : AIFO 
expresses thanks and gratitude to Dr. Sunil 
Anand, Dr. Jerry Joshua and Dr.Vijayakumar  
for the timely help. 

 

 

A great event of being together coming from 
various different ways of life with a small reason 
for sufferings, however under one sky under one 
roof .. hopes return for a new life .. Wonderful 
greetings from these wonderful people are 
conveyed to each and every one of you 

 

 

 

Mr. Biswanath Mahato PT AIFO, Mr. 
Kameshwara Rao PT, LEPRA Society- 

H

yderabad, Dr. N.Manimozhi and Dr. Jerry 
Joshua with Rev. Fr. Cherian Moolamattan 
during Reconstructive Surgery programme  

 

As a start for the new venture into 

Reconstructive surgery – The Catholic Hospital 
observed “Anti-Leprosy Day” with Dr. Atul Ch. 
Saikea District Leprosy Officer – Tezpur 
district, as  chief guest and following all 
important speeches, the student nurses treated 
the gathering with a nice skit highlighting  anti 
discrimination acts against people affected by 
leprosy.  
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Danien foundation INDIA Trust (DFIT)  Representatives visit to CBR project: 

 

S-PARK CBR research Mandya 

 

On 6th of  February DFIT Representatives (DR. Shivakumar & Mr. Rajakumar) visited 
Malavalli CBR project for better understanding of CBR activities, planning and implementation.  They 
also had initial interactions with Mr. Jose, AIFO representative and Dr. Jayanth regarding 
understanding CBR approach as a methodology for a reputed CBR project visit.  Mr. Ramesh CBR 
coordinator SRMAB along with the staff organized field activities in and around Malavalli taluk and 
presented project information.  The DFIT representatives had extended thanks to AIFO for 
organizing their CBR field visit and interactive sessions.    

Phase III - Integration of Emancipatory research in routine CBR activities  

 

Video research final review meetings 

  From 13 to 15 March 2012, a  3 days 
review exercise of third phase video research 
meeting was facilitated by Dr. Jayanth and Dr. 
Parthipan. During the process, one day for 
SRMAB, one day for MOB CBR team and 
another day for Empowerment support groups 
(ESGs) members was spent on reviewing their 
experiences, feedback, problems faced. A 
detailed report of each day prepared and was 
presented to Dr. Sunil for final report 
preparation.    

 District level Video research meetings 

  As part of the video research activities 
one day Mandya district level video research 
presentation was jointly organized by SRMAB 
and MOB on 24th of March 2012. Mandya 
district commissioner (DC), district disabled 
welfare officer, social welfare, Panchayath,  sub-
district officials, local NGO representatives, 
Taluk and district level DPOs leaders, heads of 

local bodies and others were involved in 
the conduct of this meeting. A total of 
around 45 to 50 important persons 
representing both the government and 
private sector took part in presentation of 
the video and discussed about the 
programme. The DC and other district 
level officials thanked both SRMAB and 
MOB and appreciated their constant 
support to the disabled people of Mandya 
district.   

 

Video Research Meeting : Further to 

video presentation training and protocol, 

7 video presentations in the community 

were completed.  

Various sectors of people in the 

community participated and shared their 

opinions, on the message in the video, its 

further usage for mass representation 

and understanding of existing situation 

of Persons With Disabilities.  
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Physiotherapy studentôs community posting 

 

ESGs, MOB and SRMAB staff education tour programme 

 

As part of S-PARK CBR research Mandya, a 3 days education trip from 18 to 21 March 2012 for 
the staff of SRMAB, MOB  and ESG members was organized by research team. Kannyakumari 
(Vivekananda spiritual Centre, Sun raise & sun set etc.), Madhurai, Rameswaram, Dr. A.P.J Kalam‟s 
museum and other places in Tamilnad state have been visited by the staff. Both staff and ESG members 
have shared their socio, educational and spiritual learning and has expressed their gratitude to AIFO for 
sponsoring the education trip. 

 

12  final year BPT (physiotherapy) students along with their professors from Acharya Institute 
of Health Sciences, Bangalore visited Mandya CBR activities on 30th and 31st March 2012. Parthipan 
and other CBR staff from SRMAB  conducted the exposure programme both theoretical sessions  and 
practical activities in the community. The group has expressed their happiness about their productive 
learning and appreciated the project activities. 

 

Anti Leprosy Day celebration 

Malavalli: SRMAB celebrated Anti Leprosy 
day On 30th January, project in collaboration 
with   high schools, PHC‟s and DLO office, 
organized Anti Leprosy Day, in all the 5 
taluks; Students participated in speech & 
Quiz competition on leprosy and were 
awarded prizes. 

People with leprosy participated. A 
Doctor, project staff and Para-medical 
workers addressed awareness on leprosy to 
the students, teachers & general community.  

 

 

Gudivada: In view of Anti Leprosy Fortnight celebrations (30-1-12 to 13-2-12) Assisi hospital staff 

participated in the awareness campaign at Machilipatanam and Gudivada Urban areas. On 30th January 

at 8 AM a Flexi Banner about Leprosy was exhibited at the main gate of the  hospital from30th January  

till 13th Feb. 2012.   From 30th January to 12th February the field staff conducted Healthy Contact and 

Slum surveys at Machilipatanam and Gudivada. Detected 4 suspected cases and 1 PB case from 

Gudivada. On 10th Feb. during clinic at Gudivada confirmation of the PB case was done and registered 

the case for MDT.The suspected cases were kept under observation. 
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News From Projects 

SRMAB:- Project Area Mallavalli, Maddur, K R Pet taluks of Mandya District,Ramanagaram & 
Channapatna taluks of Ramanagara District. 

Aactivities Implemented 

Assessment & referral: 119 
persons with various disabilities 
were referred to various   
rehabilitation centers such as:  
Taluk and District general Hospital, 
DDRC mandya, AIISH Mysore, 
Jaipur foot camp, Lions club, 
Sumanahalli Leporsy center, 
NIMHANS and DDRC camps. 
Services such as assistive devices, 
medicines, ID card, surgery, 
therapeutically services, were 
recommended. 

Aids and Appliances: 99 persons 
with various disabilities received 
suitable assistive devices from 
various agencies viz:  DDRC, 
DDWO, BRC centre, jaipur foot 
camp, AIISH Mysore, project & 
donors.  

Students from „balu public school‟ 
channapatna, on their own initiative 
collected funds of Rs. 24000/- which 
was used to distribute „appliances to 
6 and medication to 2 persons with 
disabilities. Use of these appliances 
has improved independent mobility 
and social participation. 

Medicine: 510 persons with 
various disabilities and conditions 
such as behavioral problems, 
persons with Cerebral palsy, 
convulsions, leprosy & neurological 
problems received medicines. Some 
patients and persons with 
disabilities  get free medicines from 
Nimhans camp at taluk level and 

hospital, taluk and district 
hospital, donors provide 
rupees 3000/ worth 
medication for 2 persons 
with disabilities at 
chanpatna, & some 
medicines are purchased 
by the Project. Their 
severity is under control.    

Surgery:  Nijalinga 
swamy, aged 22, 
movement disability from 
Hullegala village 
Malavalli taluk, 
underwent corrective 
surgery in his ankle. At 
Thirupathi Hospital, 
referred by the project.  

Therapeutically 
Intervention: Persons 
with various disabilities 
received theraputical 
services through staff, 
SSA volunteers, VRW‟s & 
family members. It helps 
them to reduce secondary 
problems, dependency and 
improved skills.   

Physio-479, Speech 
therapy-141, ADLS-228, 
O and M-77 

Self care skills review & 
transfer training for 
parents: 2 parents 
training – (in 
collaboration with SSA 
scheme) 29 parents 
participated to enhance 
their skills and knowledge 
level in order to help their 
children with severe 
disabilities. Parents are 
able to understand the 
common problems and 
perform the basic 
therapies.  

Review and training for 
Anganavadi teachers: 2 

Programs organized. 39 
teachers‟ participated to 
review the previous 
training and   orientation 
on early identification, 
therapeutical services, 
legalizations and 
entitlements. 

 Review and training for 
Panchayath CBR 
workers: 1 program 
conducted at Ramanagara 
taluk, 12 VRWs 
participated in the review 
& orientation program 
related to their field visits. 
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I.M.A, Cochin 

1. Linkage with the 
Government  
1. DOT program: -              
Two persons are taking TB 
treatment from this center 
under government DOT 
program.  
2. Monthly leprosy 
conference at general 
hospital Ernakulam.  One of 
the Para – medical worker 
was attended the program.   

According to the 
request of our ward 
councilor lions Club 
members provided a water 
purifier for our patients in 
the dispensary. 
Health Awareness Classes 

A health awareness 

class conducted in an 
Anganvadi at Div. no. 61. The 
topic was on general health and 
leprosy. There were 25 mothers 
attended the class.  
Inauguration of Jeeva counseling 
Center 

Our experiences in the 
medical field for last years, we 
came to know that today, many 
people need not only medicines 
for physical illness but also 
needed sympathetically 
listening of their pent up 
emotions, anguishes, family or 
work problems. Since we are 
concentrating on CBR almost 
all the mentally ill persons and 
family members need 
counseling. So on 12th February 

inaugurated Jeeva counseling 
center in the dispensary.  We 
conduct counseling every 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday.  
 
 

CASE HISTORY OF A PERSON WITH MENTAL ILLNESS 

Herzal is from a lower class family. She is 48 

years old. She married to Antony who was a 

carpenter. It was a love marriage. Antonyôs sisters and 

mother did not like the alliance with Herzal. So they 

didnôt accept her. Herzalôs family consists of father, 

mother and her two younger brothers. Few years back 

her father committed suicide. Her mother was 

undergoing some psychiatric treatment and she stayed 

in a rehabilitation center for some time in the past. 

Herzal younger brother also is in a psycho social 

rehabilitation centre and under psychiatric treatment.  

After the birth of their second child she showed some 

changes in behavior. Hence she didnôt go back to her 

husbandôs house after delivery. After starting 

treatment for a short period her condition improved 

and she came back to Antonyôs house. They stopped 

giving medicine. Then situation become worse and 

she was sent to her own house. After the death of her 

father and the marriage of her sister the family had 

financial crisis. They had to sell all their property for 

financial settlement and the family shifted to a house 

for rent. One of her brother is an auto driver and he 

provided medicine on and off according to his 

financial condition. During the  survey, our field staff 

found this case. During that period they were giving 

her medicine occasionally without any recent 

consultation. After our intervention our staff took 

initiative and took her to the specialist and started 

treatment. We provided regular medicine and follow 

up from 

our centre.  After months her condition 

improved very much and she participated in 

household works and became regular in her 

routines.  

One day without telling anybody at home 

she herself decided and went back to her 

husbandôs house (after 8 years). Still her in-laws 

were not happy and accept her. Children also did 

not have much relationship with her. Her only 

daughter was not willing to accompany her to 

review to the specialist and care her mother. 

Only her son was caring for the mother. Still her 

husband is not ready to take her to the hospital.  

Now the situation is much improved with her. 

Her daughter who is working in a private firm 

accepted mother and shows interest in giving 

medicines properly and food in time. Our field 

staff was doing regular follow up visit to that 

house. There is also regular follow up visit to the 

psychiatrist.  Her son completed ITI and started 

working. Herzal comes alone to the center for 

medicine. Now she is able to do all household 

works well. After the death of mother-in-law she 

started keen interest in family matters. 

Husbandôs younger brother also got married and 

now all of them happily live in the same house. 

      Dr.Annamma Thomas

      

 

 

Herzal, 45yrs, Karivelyhouse, 
Vaduthala. 



 

13 Amici News April 2012 

St. Catald, Thiruvuru 

Case History:   Konduru Bhikshalu, 31 years of  age 

is  affected with leprosy and he took treatment from 

our center from 2005 -2007. during the treatment 

often he was getting type one reaction. Even after 

completing 2 years treatment he was getting 

reactions  and was in mental stress of  depression  

and disappointment. Due to the follow-ups 

counseling and treatment he came out of this 

condition, he  completed his degree. Then he was 

send for the leprosy mission center Vijayanagaram 

for COPA training successfully completed his 

training and returning from there he completed his 

post graduation in science.  

Now he is working as a lecturer in a private college 

and earns rupees 7000/-month he is happy and contented and he is now plans to take an another 
attempt to put up a computer center to train the young ones to give meaning in the life of many.  

                   Sr.Anice Pangola 

WeCare , Bangalore 

Organized the 1 month NGO program for 2 
students of ITM Business School, Chennai. We 
involved 2 MBA students from ITM Business 
School, Chennai in CBR program for January 2012. 
The students involved themselves in the different 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ /.w ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Camp, Exposure, Evening Tuition class, Field 
activities, Office activities, etc. The students gained 
the conceptual knowledge about the CBR work and 
its various  

We care involved 12 MBA students 
from  Jyothi Nivas College, Bangalore in CBR 
programme in the month of February 2012. 
The students involved themselves in the 
different activities of  CBR such as integrated 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎŀƳǇ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ 
class, field activities, office activities, etc. The 
students gained the conceptual knowledge 
about the CBR work and its various aspects. 

Parents Exposure Program 

The objective of this program is to 
show the parents of the disabled children that 
how the other disabled children are talented 
with severe disability. 

We Care CBR arranged exposure on 7th March 
2012 to Shree Ramana Maharishi Academy for 
the Blind. There were 11 members to visit the 
academy, including 8 parents of pwds, 1 
volunteer and 2 staff. 

²Ŝ /ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Day on 11th March 2012. 70 women were 
participated. Among them were Mrs. Eliza 
Pereira, HOD, MSW, SJMCH and Mrs. Premaja, 
Coordinator, Vanitha Sahayavani, Bangalore., 
were the resource persons. Pwds, students, 
parents of pwds, volunteers, members of 
Premankur and staff of We Care were 
participated. 

EYE CAMP 

The camp was conduŎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
Medical College and Hospital and was 
organized by We Care with the help of the 
MLA of Bommanahalli post, Shri M. Satish 
Reddy, BBMP member and warden of 
Mangammana Palya, Smt. Syed Haseena 
Salam and Mr.Babu, Govt. School SDMC 
President. 

                                              CǊΦ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ 5ΩǎƻǳȊŀ 
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            3 Nursing college of various health science institutions had visit to our St. Joseph Leprosy 
Hospital.  They were given health education and awareness on leprosy.  114 students benefited from this 
visit.  

Leprosy Workers, Mr. Suresh and Harish attended Urban Leprosy contact Survey programmed 
organized by Dist. Health and Family welfare Society, D.K. Mangalore from 6-02-2012 to 10-02-2012 

To find the relapse case and drug resistance in leprosy, Release from treatment (RFT) patients 
were visited individually and examined.  They were invited to the hospital for a thorough follow up.  It 
was done clinically. 

                                                                                                         Sr.Aileen  

 

St. Joseph’s Leprosy Hospital, 
Mangalore 

Arogyamatha Rural Rehabilitation Centre, Kollapur 

 

Health awareness programmes 
conducted in five villages in kollapur and 
Kodair mandal. Many people attended the 
programme . The CBR staff with  disabled 
children performed a stage show which 
highlights about drug addiction and 
Alcoholism. There were other cultural 
programs which gives awareness to the public 
about  various diseases- prevetion, treatment 
and remedies. 

SHG Leaders Training 

The project conducted one day training 
programme for self help group leaders on 15th 
in this month. The staff took classes about 
purpose, rules and regulations of SHG and 
qualities and responsibilities of a good leader. 
28 group leaders attended the training 
programme. 

Leprosy Clinic 

On every Saturdays, leprosy and general cases 
are coming to our centre. Among the old 
cases, there were 2 ulcer cases came for 
treatment and we kept them for 2 weeks. 
Everyday dressing was done and they were 
given bed rest to cure the ulcer. When the 
ulcer became cured, they were sent to their 
homes. 

               Conducted awareness 
programmes for the parents of 8 cerebral 
palsy and mentally retarded children. We 

taught themthe benefit of daily exercise and 
ADL practice. 7 disabled children were given 
streching and strengthening exercise. We gave 
them gait training, stretching and 
strengthening exercise etc. Some of them were 
given aids and  appliances. We gave regular 
stretching and strengthening exercise for 4 
post operative polio affected children.  4 
Muscular dystrophy children were given 
breathing exercise and give speech therapy, 
physiotherapy etc. pegboard, cycling and Roll 
therapy  also were given to those who need of 
them. Their parents expressed great happiness 
and gratitude for the support provided by the 
centre. 

Home visits are regularly done and as 
the examinations are fast coming the children 
are motivated by the staff to concentrate in 
studies and to get good marks. The parents are 
also awared to make their children re inforced 
to make them study well 

                                 Sr.Lucy Anthikat 
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Web:         www.aifoindia.org 
Email:        aifo@aifoindia.org 
Phone:      +91 80 25531264 
                  +91 80 24110294 
Fax:           +91 80 25520630 

At present AIFO India having 

 63713 direct beneficiaries 

18  Projects, 

6 National Leprosy Eradication Programme 

(With Govt. of India) 

1446 Self Help Groups 

20090 SHG Members 

68 Disabled Peoples Organizations. 


